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CAPITAL LETTER must be used for: 

 

•  first letter from the first word of a sentence. 

 

• the first letter of a proper nouns (person's name, place)  .  

 

Full stop is use at the end of sentences. 

  

Malay language composition test (Year 3) 

-pupil have to rewrite the sentences given 

using the correct punctuation. 

Background study. 
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Previous reflection on teaching & learning. 

Azrizam, a Year 3 pupil often scores the highest mark for Malay 

language comprehension test but fail in Malay language composition 

test. 
 

Diagram1: Marks scored by Azrizam in the first term exam (10 March, 2009). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malay language 

comprehension test 

Malay language 

composition test 

          50 marks           10 marks 

Test analysis indicates that he did not answer 

any questions that test the use of punctuation 

( five questions = 20 marks).  
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Focus of the study. 

     My pupil encounter  a problem of using punctuation correctly. How 

can I help him to understand the correct use of punctuation? 

   Questions: 

 1) Does the method effective in helping the pupil to use the 

punctuation correctly? 

 2) Does the pupil manage to correct punctuation  in the sentences 

given? 
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Objective of the study. 

The objective of this study is that pupils can:  

    1. Use the correct punctuation in sentences  

2. Correct punctuation error in the sentences given. 

Azrizam a/l Azamudin, a Year 3 pupil of SK 

Bukit Gemuruh, Bera, Pahang. 

Target of the study. 
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Focus of the study. 

-Pupil cannot use punctuation 

correctly in sentences. 

Action Planning. 

-The ‘Traffic Light Method’(using 

green, orange & red  colour pencil 

in writing the punctuation). 

Implementation of action. 

- Teacher explains the use of colour 

pencil in writing the punctuation. 

-Pupils demonstrate using green, 

orange and red cards. 

- Pupils do exercises-using colour. 

       - 

Data collection. 

-Pre-test 

-Post-test 

-Worksheet  (exercise) 

-Q&A 

Findings. 

-Pupils can use the correct 

punctuation in sentences. 

The Action Research Model. 

Kemmis and Taggart Model (1992) 
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Action planning. 

Introduction (60 minutes)                                           Enrichment session (30 minutes) 

1. Teacher explains the ‘Traffic Light Method’.             Pupils answer the test questions. 

2.  Demonstration using colour cards.  

3. Pupils write 5 sentences using 

      ‘Traffic Light Method’. 

  

Enhancement session (30 minutes)                          Post -test II (30 minutes) 

1. Discussions.                                                              Pupils answer the test questions.  

2. Pupils are asked to correct the punctuation    

    using the ‘Traffic Light Method’.  

 

WEEK 1 

Post-test I (30 minutes)  

Pupils answer the test questions. 

 

WEEK 2 
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Implementation of the programmed. 

1. Few pupils are asked to hold cards to form a complete sentence. 
 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

        

 

        

 

                                                       

                  

 

 

 

 2. Pupils read aloud the sentence. 
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3. A selected pupil is given green, orange and red card. 

 

4. He is required to give:  

    - Green card to pupil who holds the first card (first word of the sentence),  
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- Orange card to pupil who holds the card with the names of persons, 
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-Red card to pupil who hold the last card (full stop). 
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5. Pupils who hold green, orange & red card left standing, 

    holding the other cards required squatting. 
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6. The selected pupil rewrites the sentence with the correct punctuation. 
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7. Pupils explain about the use of punctuation.  

 

           Saya dan Ali berkawan baik. 
 

      

        first letter 

 

  

    first letter of a  

    person’s name. 

 

  end of sentence 
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Findings. 

Pre-test analysis (6 April, 2009).  

During the test, Azrizam: 

 read and stared at the question paper. 

 took about 10 minutes before start to answer the questions.  

 scratching and holding his head while answering questions.  

 He did not understand the requirements of the questions. 

 

 
 

"There’s nothing wrong with the spelling, teacher. These spellings are all correct.” 
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Pre-test analysis. 

  He got 20% marks . 

 Of the 6 sentences given, only one sentence begins with capital letter.  

 All nouns (person's name) are written in small letters.  

 Only 2 sentences have full stop at the right place.  

  3 sentences did not have any full stop. 

 

Example of mistakes made by Azrizam in pre-test. 
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Post-test I (10 April 2009)  

 He got 42% marks. 

 He put the full stop correctly in all five sentences. 

Exercise (16 April 2009 ) 
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Post-test II (17 April 2009) 

 

Marks scored: 80% 
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Reflection of the research. 

he 'Traffic Light Method‘ (the use of green, orange and red colour 

pencil) has been successful because Azrizam loves colouring and wants 

to be a police traffic. 
 

 The use of colour has made him understand and remember the 

correct use of punctuation.   

 

 Azrizam still did some mistakes while writing but he has show much 

improvement. He is more confident to answer the punctuation 

exercises. 
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Suggestion for further research. 

This study was limited only to punctuation that involves 

the use of full stops and capital letters for the first letter 

of the sentence and the person's name. 

 The use of capital letter for other noun that names a 

specific place or thing was not involved.  

 

Therefore, a study can be done to use other colours 

for the punctuation of other noun. 
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Thank you.    
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