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Paraphrased
Song in Praise of the Great Compassion
of the Buddha

He who is the Awakened and the Enlightened One, with pure
and impeccable character, who completely uprooted all the
defilements, who enjoys the freedom from grief, whose heart is filled
with joy, like a lotus flower emanating sweet fragrance; Whose
compassion for others, vast as a river, is such that wishes to free
others from sufferings and help them overcome the defilements so
overpowering and unwholesome; who shows the means to lessen
the pain and attain happiness, who points to us the right path
leading to Nibbana which is the extinction of defilements and
sufferings, where all misery, deprivation, and danger come to an
end; He who possesses the five eyes (physical eye, divine eye,
eye of wisdom, eye of an enlightened one, and eye of all-round
knowledge), so clear and taint-free that enables Him to perceive all
causes of things, near and far, with perfect clarity and thorough-
ness, who rids the crude state of minds and evil characters inherent
in men and women, who provides safe haven for all creatures where
evil can be diminished, and virtue accumulated to the fullest extent,

| bow my head in respect to the great virtue of that Enlight-
ened One, and his great compassion in particular.
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Paraphrased
Song in Praise of the Merit of the Doctrine
of Dhamma

Dhamma, being the teaching of Lord Buddha the Founder
and the Teacher and the source of all virtue and compassion,
expels darkness in the hearts of all creatures like a bright burning
lamp with its warm and glowing light.

Such Doctrine of Dhamma which consists of the four pairs of
paths and fruitions of these paths, eight in total, nine if including the
ultimate extinction of all sufferings and defilements or the Nibbana,
termed the ‘super-mundane’ state of delicate, profound, glorious,
pure, and extraordinary nature. Follow the path of Dhamma where
all doctrines are known as belonging to one of these two: patipatti
(practicing) and pariyatti (learning), and one is sure to attain the
ultimate goal which is deliverance from the mundane state of being.

| salute that Doctrine of Dhamma with my utmost respect
through mind, body and speech.
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Paraphrased
Song in Praise of the Merit of the Community
of Sangha

The Community of Sangha, being the disciples of Lord
Buddha the Founder, and the unbroken line of adherents since the
days when Lord Buddha was alive, whose members have realized
the Four Noble Truths (suffering, origin of suffering, extinction of
suffering, and path to the extinction of suffering), and entered the
path leading to the extinction of all sufferings and dangers; whose
members have followed the footsteps of the One with three great
insights (morality, concentration and wisdom) or the Buddha whose
wisdom is pure, taint-less, and penetrating; whose members are not
approached by enemies, having no arrogance or haughtiness in
body, speech or mind; being the great field for merit making of the
world where the results of such merit making can be realized to the
fullest extent; whose members, with the virtue so boundless beyond
description, are known as descendants of the Dasabala or the One
who possesses the Ten Powers (a name of the Buddha),

| salute that Community of Sangha — disciples of Buddha —
whose merits and virtues are as described above.

May the merit gained from showing my respect to the Three
Gems — so complete, noble and extraordinary — deliver me from
danger of all kinds. May all dangers be terminated, diminished, and
eventually distinguished.
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Paraphrased
Song in Praise of Mother and Father

| bow my head in gratitude of the mother and the father,
who take great care in protecting their children and constantly
nourishing them until they reach maturity, willingly endure the
difficulties and tirelessly embrace all hardships required in caring
for their children. Thanks to the vigilance of his parents, a child can
live to reach maturity. No land or mountain, how ever vast, comes
close in comparison to the kindness of the mother and the father.
The debt of gratitude to the parent is too great for any child to repay.
Of such great virtue and wholesomeness is the person who is the
mother or the father, truly worthy of reverence and gratitude.
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Paraphrased
Song in Praise of Guru and Aacariya

| bow my head in reverence of another great virtue, which is
that of the guru and aacariya or the teachers who impart valuable
lessons of right and wrong to their pupils with great kindness, who
expound and impart their knowledge to the pupils, helping them
comprehend the lessons by means of explanation and delineation.
Always in the mind of a teacher is the constant and unshakable wish
for the students’ happiness and freedom from harm. A teacher is
one who strives to cultivate the minds of his or her students, to help
them overcome the dark veil of ignorance and doubtfulness and
illuminate their minds. The virtue of the teacher is revered as one of
the most exalted virtues in the Three Realms (heaven, earth, and
underworld). We should, therefore, bear in mind the great virtue of a
teacher with respect and reverence at all time.
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Paraphrased
Chanting in Praise of the Rightful Victory

At the time when Lord Buddha — the Enlightened One perfectly
free from defilements and the Supreme Founder of the Doctrine —
was seated on the Throne of Enlightenment under the bodhi tree
with His mind firmly set and ready to attain the enlightenment, He
was confronted by the evil king Mara of a thousand arms, whose
vast knowledge and strength was capable of defeating anyone, who,
marching on Girimekhala the elephant so powerful and fierce, with
full array of magical weapons, had assembled an army of devils as
vast as the great ocean, determined to claim victory over the
Buddha who is the Great Teacher and Supreme Winner. With all the
exemplary perfections accumulated by the Blessed One, where
perfection in Giving is the first, the Dasabala or the One who
possesses the Ten Powers, who is entirely free from defilements,
had claimed the rightful victory over Mara, defeating him and the
entire horde of his army.

By the power of the utterance of this truth and the deep
respect for the Three Gems of the Buddha, the Dhamma and the
Sangha, may the people of Siam be always victorious. Even if we
were 1o face the enemies with such extraordinary abilities or strength
comparable to those of the Mara King, may the Thai be able to
defeat such enemies in the same manner as the Buddha had
defeated Mara.
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Paraphrased
Royal Anthem

With my heart and my head, | bow to the ground in greeting
Your Majesty - the Supreme Protector of the Land, the One Blessed
with Punna or merit and virtue, the First One, the Greatest of all Kings
who are Chakra or Wheel Holders, and the Great Sovereign of Siam
who exalts in highest and lasting honor. Safe and secure under
Your protection, ever grateful for Your boundless generosity in
safeguarding the happiness and peace of all subjects, | beg the
divine power to bless Your Majesty with all that Your heart desires,
for this is also what my heart desires.
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