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Abstract

Porntip Chaiso, Ranumas Ma-oon, Naruemon Yutakom, Sudarat Sarnswang,
Chanon Chuntra, Chatsiri Piyapimonsit, and Warunee Lapanachokdee. 2009.
A Development of Professional Development Learning Networks for Cooperating

Schools, Faculty of Education, Kasetsart University.

Profession development and cooperation with local schools are important missions for
teacher training institutions in order to help student-teachers meet professional standards. We
argue that the Educational Service Areas Offices, under which schools work, should give more
support to cooperating schools that serve as teacher training site. This research focused:

1) Developing learning networks for teacher professional development in cooperating schools;
2) Studying the roles of teacher training institution, cooperating schools and their Educational
Service Areas Offices, and 3) Preparing policy level recommendations for learning networks

supports.

Research and Development model was used for developing learning network among
three institutions in the Nonthaburi Educational Service Area: Faculty of Education, Kasetsart
University, Nonthaburi Educational Service Area Offices one and two; and five cooperating
schools. The research and development process involved interviews, seminars, knowledge
management techniques, amicable supervision, and both formal and informal communication

systems.

Our findings revealed that: 1) Learning networks for Professional Development’s
Cooperating Schools can be developed through awareness building, vision sharing, operational
goal setting, effective communicating system, and continued knowledge sharing at both
organizational and personal levels; 2) Teacher training institutions, Cooperating Schools, and
Educational Service Area Office must play collaborative roles in professional development; and
3) Mentor teachers in the cooperating schools should be given additional support for their

additional participation.
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