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May it please, Your Royal Highness,

May | humbly express my deepest gratitude for Your
Royal Highness’s kindness to be the honorary Chairperson of
the Project on Thailand-US Education Roundtable and
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continuously following-up the progress and graciously
presiding over the opening ceremonies of all previous
Thailand-US Roundtables. Your Royal Highness’s initiative has
encouraged Thai educators to learn and share experiences
with those from overseas, including the United States of

America.

For fifteen years of the Project, Thailand and the
United States of America have agreed to alternately host the
Roundtables. This time, it is Thailand’s turn to host under the
topic of “STEM Education: Learning Culture of the 21st
C Workforce”. This is to commemorate the auspicious
occasion of Your Royal Highness’s 60th Birthday Anniversary,
April 2, 2015. Thai people keep waiting cheerfully to celebrate
Your Royal Highness’s 61st Birthday Anniversary. May Your
Royal Highness enjoy the best of health, happiness and

prosperity for years to come.

The results derived from the previous six Roundtables
comprise several important issues leading to concrete
development of education quality in Thailand, such as,
Community College; Liberal Arts Education; Roadmap of
Science and Technology Workforce Development; Thailand
STEM Workforce Strategic Plan; Science Classroom Project;

Science-Based Technology Colleges; Science and Technology
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Promotion in Schools, Mahidolwittayanusorn School,
Chulabhornrajwittayalai Schools; Promotion of Talent Teachers
in Science and Mathematics, Work-integrated Learning. These
projects originate the theme of this Roundtable, the results of
which will be utilized in preparing the 12th National Scheme

of Education.

After the Opening Ceremony, may | request Your Royal
Highness’s gracious permission for Dr. Pichet Durongkaveroj,
Minister of Science and Technology, Dr. Teerakiat Jareonsettasin,
Deputy Minister of Education, Dr. Joan Ferrini-Mundy, Assistant
Director of Directorate for Education and Human Resources,
National Science Foundation, to deliver keynote speeches
related to STEM Education.

On this auspicious occasion, may | humbly request
Your Royal Highness to graciously open the Seventh
Thailand-US Education Roundtable.

May it please, Your Royal Highness.

5 St
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It gives me a great pleasure to join you once again in
the Seventh Thailand — US Education Roundtable. | would like
to thank you for your warm wishes extended to me in
celebrating my 60th Birthday Anniversary on April 2, 2015.
| would like to thank our friends from abroad; most are from
the USA and also from Finland, the United Kingdom and the
Republic of China, for taking part in this event. Moreover, | am
pleased to extend my special thanks to Dr. Cheng Yan Davis,
Special Advisor to President, Teachers College, Columbia
University, for collaborating with me in initiating this
Roundtable more than 10 years ago. Welcome to Thailand

once again.
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According to the report of the Minister of Education, all

of you may know that for 15 years, the Thailand-US Education
Roundtable has been hosted alternately 6 times by Thailand
and the USA. The first one was hosted by Thailand in 2001.
This year, the Thailand-US Steering Sub-Committee
recommends the topic of “STEM Education: Learning Culture
of the 21st C Workforce”. The main purpose is to promote
learning culture, emphasizing creative thinking and innovative
design with the aim of preparedness of the workforce in the

21st century.
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STEM Education is not new because there have been
STEM teaching and learning such as science-based projects.
However, to promote the STEM learning process at all levels,
we have to focus on the activities which are integrated with
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, linking
knowledge to the real world and work. Through this process,
learners will learn with fun science and mathematics as well
as recognize advantages of learning, not only for high scores
in exams. In addition, the students must have knowledge
in arts, language, social sciences and others. This learning
process encourages creativity and collaborative work. It is a
research-based learning process to solve problems and create

new know-how and innovations.

As an educator, | know the benefits of STEM education
in building learners’ characteristics and skills as well as

producing workforce for economic development.

At this important moment, | now declare the Seventh
Thailand-US Education Roundtable open and wish the event

success with productive deliberations.
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(STEM Education in the USA)

lag Dr. Joan Ferrini-Mundly, Assistant Director

National Science Foundation, USA
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“Education is a very important factor for national as
well as individual development. All countries have
adopted a major policy of providing the best quality
education for their children by giving budgetary support
and other necessary resources. However, to improve
the quality of children’s education, it is more
important that we manage education realizing the
differences and diversity in individual learning
potentiality and intellectual capacity. Educational
policy formulation and implementation should be
sensitive to students’ different learning potentials.
They continuously require policy research, so that
investment of capital and efforts will reach the desired

targets and attain greater effectiveness”.
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Department of Energy

Department of Health and Human Services
USDA

Department of the Interior

Department of Transportation
Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Science and Technology Policy
Office of the President

NASA

National Science Foundation

Smithsonian Institution
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in Early Childhood)
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Dr. Cheng Yan Davis, Special Adviser to President,

Teachers College, Columbia University
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