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Definition of knowledge-based society

'The knowledge society." Peter Drucker (1994), the guru of modem
management, "will inevitably become fare more competitive than any society
we have yet known for the simple reason that with knowledge being universally
accessible there are no excuses for nonperformance. There will be no poor
countries. There will only be ignorant countries.”

...in the knowledge society, clearly more and more of knowledge, and
especially of advanced knowledge, will be acquired well past the age of
formal schooling, and increasingly, perhaps, in and through educational

processes which do not center on the traditional school,

(www.idrc.ca/uploads/ user-/11285250761F_Librero_PLENARY_PAPER_10805.pdf - )

A knowledge-based society is an innovative and life-long learning society,
which possesses a community of scholars, researchers, engineers, technicians,
research networks, and firms engaged in research and in production of
high-technology goods and service provision. It forms a national innovation-
production system, which is integrated intfo international networks of knowledge
production, diffusion, utilization, and protection. Its communication and
information technological tools make vast amounts of human knowledge
easily accessible. Knowledge is used to empower and enrich people culturally

and materially, and to build a sustainable society.

(www.sciforum.hu/index.php?image=update&content=up_knowledge based

society - 22k - )
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The Education Reform Plan for the 21st Century
== The Rainbow Plan--- <Thé Seven Priority Stratem>

JAPAN
<Purpose>
Year 2001= The First Year for Education Reform Initiative
Year 2001= The First Year for Education Reform Initiative. Based on the
recommendation of "The Final Report of the National Commission on Education
Reform,” the overall picture of the future efforts needed for education reform is
presented, consisting of major policies, actions and schedule,
<The reform needs to be implemented quickly and decisively according this plan. >

The First Stage

1> Actions to be taken immediately

- Submit the 6 bills related to Education Reform at the regular Diet session
- Secure the budget required for Education Reform in the FY2001 budget

The Second Stage

0> Review the Fundamental Law of Education and develop a Comprehensive Plan for
the Promotion of Educational Measures {These tasks will be studied at the Central
Council for Education)

1> Possible actions that require further consideration should be confirmed by experts
in FY2001

O (cf: a system for encouraging youth over 18 years-old to participate in community
services)

Revitalizhg schools, anely and comiunies

Schools vl improve and educafion wil change,
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1. Improve students' basic scholastic proficiency 'in easy to understand classes'

I» Implement the 20 students per class system for fundamental subjects and advance placement classes
> Improve classrooms in order to be able to conduct 1T classes and the 20 students per class system
(establish "A Learning Environment for the Mew Generation™)

O>Implement national academic achievement surveys

2, Foster youth into becoming open and warm-hearted Japanese through participating in communily ‘
services and various programs

O» Encourage youth to participate in community services and various programs (or consider such a
system ) and establish the "Children's Diream Fund®

= Improve moral education (for example, development and distribution of the "Kokoro no
MNote"(Motebook to be used by students in moral education.})

1> Take actions for educational revitalization in the home and in the community

|3. Improve learning environment to one which is enjovable and free of worries

> Enrich cultural and sporting activities (encourage school club activities)

O» Take appropriate measures concerning problematic behaviors among children (improvement of the
suspension system and measures 1o care such children) CI* Protect children from harmiful information

|4. Make schools that can be trusted by parents and communities

O Implement school evaluation system, including the establishment of the self-evaluation system and
introduction of school councilors

[O> Revitalize the school board by means of parental participation and disclosure of information

> Promote the establishment of new types of schools to fit the needs of the different communities

|5. Train teachers as real "professionals” of education

> Introduce an awards system, a bonus and a special promotion system for outstanding teachers

[J» Establish a system where teachers have working community experience(cf: take working experience
at companies)

> Take appropriate measures on incompetent teachers, such as teaching suspensions

6. Promote the establishment of universities of International standard

O= Reinforee university education and research functions for bringing up leaders of the next generation
{improve the system for admitting 17-year-old students into universitics, universally introduce a system
for admitting students who have finished their third year into graduate school, and establish professional
schools)

= Establish a competitive environment (grant national universities the status of independent
administrative corporations, promote fixed-term employment so that professors can transfer easily,
increase competitive granis)

> Implement a strict grading system for university students and focus on the teaching abilities of
academic

|7. Establish an educational philosophy suitable for the new century and improve the provision for
|education

1> Review the Fundamental Law of Education and modify the Law into one suitable for the new century
I+ Develop a Comprehensive Plan for the Promotion of Educational Measures
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Policies and Projects for Bridging Digital Divide in Japan > IT strategy

1. Basic Law on the formation of an advanced information and

telecommunications Network Society

In November 2000, the Basic Law on the formation of an advanced information
and felecommunications Network Society was legislated to speedily and
preferentially promote policies concerning the creation of a society based on
highly advanced ftelecommunications networks. Arficle 8 of the law stipulates
that there is the need to make active efforts to bridge the gaps in the
opportunities to access information and communications technology and

the ability to use this technology.

Extracts from the Basic Law on the formation of an advanced information
and telecommunications Network Society

(Elimination of the gaps in the opportunities to use the ICT technology)
Article 8

In creating a society based on highly advanced telecommunications networks,
gaps in opportunities to access information and communications technology
and the ability to use such ftechnology are likely to seriously hamper the
smooth and harmonious formation of such a society. The gaps stem from
geographical constraints, a person is age, physical ability and other factors.

In light of this, active efforts should be made to bridge these gaps.
The whole text of the ICT Basic Law:http://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/it/kihonhou/

honbun.html

2. e-Japan Strategy (Extracts)
-—Reference 1o the bridging of digitdl divide in Jopan-—-

In January 2001, the e-Japan strategy was mapped out by the ICT Strategy
Headquarters, which was set up within the Cabinet. In the strategy, there are
descriptions about the measures, which the government must implement
speedily and preferentially as national policies for the establishment of a

society based on advanced telecommunications networks. In the descriptions,
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there is a reference to the bridging of the digital divide in Japan.

ltems concerning the creation of infrastructure for the ultra high-speed
telecommunications network and policies to promote competition

3) Policies to promote

To aftain the above-mentioned goal, the government will implement the
following policies.

2. Bridging of the digital divide: The government will study measures 1o spread
the use of the high-speed Internet in depopulated areas, remote islands and

other areas experiencing disadvantageous conditions.

3. E-Japan Plan with Overriding Priority (Extracts)

The e-Japan Plan with Overriding Priority contains concrete plans based on the
e-Japan Strategy and an overview of the measures the Japanese government
must implement. The bridging of the digital divide is regarded as a task to be
tackled by all offices of the Japanese government, and the #Bridging of the

digital dividet is included in the e-Japan Plan with Overriding Priority.

Crosscutting issues
(2) Bridging of the digital divide
In a society based on advanced telecommunications networks, it is essential
to have an environment where every member of the public are able to
access the Internet and other advanced telecommunications networks easily
and voluntarily. It is also necessary to make an environment where people
can demonstrate and use their abilities creafively and to maximum advantage.
To achieve fthis, it is necessary to make active efforts to eliminate gaps in the
opportunities available to access information and communications fechnology
and the ability to use such technology. Lack of opportunity may stem from
a variety of reasons, geographical constraints, a persons age, physical disability
and other limiting factors.

1. Closing of the digital divide stemnming from geographical factors

To prevent the emergence of gaps in the opportunities to access information
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and communications technology and the ability to use such technology that
stem from geographical constraints, the government will promote the
establishment of tfelecommunications infrastructure. Also it will reinforce public
services that use information and communications technology in depopulated
areas, remote islands and other areas experiencing disadvantageous conditions.
a) Promotion of the improvement of infrastructure for regional
telecommunications networks by the public sector.
b) Support for projects to build telecommunications infrastructure by
private enterprises.
c) Reinforcement of public services that use information and
communications technology.
2. To resolve problems arising fromn age and physical disability
Age and physical disability may create gaps in opportunities to access
information and communications fechnology and the ability to use such
technology. To prevent this, the government will promote efforts to remove
barriers in supplying information. It will also promote development of
telecommunications equipment and systems that are designed fo
accommodate the aged and the physically handicapped.
a) Removal of barriers in the supply of information.
b)
c) Removal of barriers in schools.
d)

Elimination of barriers in public spaces.

Development of telecommunications equipment and systems for

the aged and the physically handicapped.
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Revised 7th National Curriculum for Basic Education in
the Republic of Korea

1. Basic Direction and Major Factors

(1 Basic Direction

Promote fundamental and basic education that fosters sound human
beings and nurtures creativity

Help students build self-leading capacity so that they well meet the
challenges of today's globalisation and information development
Implement learner-oriented education that suits the students' capability,
aptitude and career development needs

Ensure expanded autonomy for the local community and schools in

curriculum planning and operation.

A The ultimate goal is to cultivate creative, autonomous, and self-driven

human resources who will lead the era's developments in information,

knowledge and globalisation.

Major Factors

e The first ten years of school education from primary first grade to
high school first grade are set as a "national common basic education’
period.

- During this period, students learn from a coherent and systemized
common national curriculum.

e In high school second and third years, students choose from 79
electives.

- Electives are set by each metropolitan/provincial education office
and school at a minimum of 28 units each, for up to 50 percent of
students.

e A flexible level-differentiated curriculum is provided.

- Diverse curricular levels and programs help satisfy individual student

abilities and different growth potentials.

e Schools are granted more autonomy in designing curriculum.
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- This is to ensure that students build self-learning skills and learn
from a creative, tailored curriculum.

The school curriculum is designed to help students prepare for the

knowledge era with necessary IT skills.

- Educational ICT usage is to compose at least 10 percent of each
subject.

Students are offered optimum study volumes and guided to choose

appropriate study levels.

- The revised curriculum covers a minimum volume of necessary
study contents. The total study volume has seen a 30 percent

increase.

The existence of a curriculum evaluation system helps promote quality

assurance.

Roles are divided between the education ministry, schools, and

metropolitan/provincial education offices in designing and operating

the curriculum, so as to ensure efficiency and educational quality.

2. The Level-Differentiated Curriculum
(d Necessity

e In the course of revising the national curriculum, the ministry judged

that a flexible level-differentiated curriculum would help address each student's

different ability, interest, aptitude, and career direction, and also promote

giffed and talented education while safisfying the requirements of basic

common education.

(A Types of Level-Differentiated Curriculum

e Step-by-step curiculum

- This is applied to the core subjects of mathematics and secondary-

level English.
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- Mathematics is taught step by step with a curriculum divided into 20
levels, for students in grades one to ten. The English curriculum has
eight levels, faught from 7th through 10th grade.

In-depth and supplementary curriculum

- This is for advancing or lagging students, in the subjects of Korean
language, social studies, science, and primary English.

- Korean language : 1st~10th grade, social studies & science : 3rd~10th
grade

- Primary English : 3rd~¢th grade

Elective curriculum

- High school 2nd and 3rd graders(11th and 12th grade) can choose
from a number of electives.

- Schools open diverse electives that reflect the different abilities,
aptitude, needs, and interest of students.

- Students select from the given choices according to their own ability

and career development needs.

Measures for Further Improvement

The ministry and schools will work together in improving the design

and operation of the level-differentiated curriculum.

- This refers to the development of diversified textbooks and a
level-differentiated evaluation system.

Efforts will go into enhancing the expertise of the teaching profession.

- Teachers will be supported with training programs and lessened
workloads so that they may develop expert teaching skills. The ministry
will select successful tfeaching models and promote them widely.

The ministry will help improve the school environment to that level-

differentiated curricula may be conducted smoothly.

- Schools will be supported in developing teaching & learning materials
and evaluation manuals for each level. The ministry will also work to
expand teachers and facilities for the level-differentiated curriculum

on a confinuous basis.
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e The administrative and financial system will be improved alongside.
- The ministry will strengthen support for key schools in their financial
and administrative management, and also build an AP system into

the school education framework.
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The Full Implementation of The 2003-2007
Action Plan for Invigorating Education
The People’s Republic of China

On March 3, 2004, the State Council approved and disseminated the 2003-2007
Action Plan for Invigorating Education (hereinafter called the new Action
Plan) prepared by the Ministry of Education (MoE). This Plan is the fundamental
blueprint for all parties involved in education to further implement the strategies
of 'Rejuvenating China Through Science and Education' and 'Reinvigorating
China Through Human Resource Development '‘and to speed up educational

reform and development in the years to come.

I The Reason for promulgating this Action Plan

Premier Wen Jiabao pointed out in the Second Session of the 10th National
Congress that was held just now in Beijing that effective measures should be
taken to prioritize educational development. More endeavors and financial
support should be devoted to the acceleration of educational development
in China. The new round of the 'Action Plan for Invigorating Education' should
be implemented with the focus on compulsory education, especially the
education in rural areas. This fully demonstrated that to implement this Action
Plan is a priority for the governments at all levels, the educational circle in

China and all the sectors in the society as well.

The new Action Plan is draffed on the basis of the successful implementation
of the '1998-2002 Action Plan for Invigorating Education in the 21st Century' and
the remarkable achievements that have been gained during the first stage. As
practices have proved, making out an Action Plan every five years is a
practical approach for educational development and can explicitly
demonstrate the new government's intention in implementing the strategies
of 'Rejuvenating China Through Science and Education' and 'Reinvigorating

China through Human Resource Development. Therefore, soon after the
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conclusion of the 16th CPC Congress, MoE decided to continue the pattern
of action plan to design the future development on the basis of inviting
suggestions and comments within the educational circle and from all the

other sectors of the society.

In the 21st century and with the context of economic globalization and
knowledge economy, the competition in economy, science and technology
lies its root in the competition of education and the advantage in human
resource. To meet the challenges of the new century, the 16th Party Conference
and the 3rd Plenary Session of the 16th Party Conference have identified the
grand objectives of establishing a well-to-do society and perfecting the socialistic
market economy in China. The philosophy of putting people first and pursuing
overall, harmonious and sustainable development and the strategy of revitalizing
China through human resource development have also been finanlised at
these meetings. In accordance with the new strategies, the relationship between
education and modernization in three areas should be taken seriously when

promulgating and implementing the Action Plan.

First, we should think seriously about the relationship between the educational
development and the goal of establishing a well-to-do society by 2020. China
is a developing country with a huge population of over 1.3 bilion. The most
difficult problem for us to tackle during the process of establishing a well-to-do
society is the mass population. However, the huge population is also our
greatest advantage. This brings a serious contradiction to us. To solve the
problem puts forward many requirements among which education is the
most fundamental one. The key of changing the heavy pressure of population
intfo a rich pool of human resource successfully lies in educational development.
As education plays a fundamental and directing role with overall importance
in the establishment of a well-to-do society, it must be prioritized strategically

for further development.
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Secondly, we should think seriously about the relationship between educational
development and the overall development of human beings. To promote the
harmonious development of human beings is not only the fundamental
characteristic of socialism, but also the demand fo implement the Three
Represents' and build a well-to-do society. With the economic and social
progress and the development of market economy, the need for employees
to be comprehensively developed will be more demanding. To promote fully
the quality-oriented education, cultivate younger generations with harmonious
development in inteligence, morale, physics and aesthetic and build up a
talent cohort with large scale, proper structure and high quality will always be
the important tasks for education in promoting the harmonious development

of human beings.

Thirdly, we should think seriously about the relationship between the reform of
education system and the perfection of socialist market economy. The decision
made in the 3rd Plenary of the 16th Party Conference pointed out explicitly
the demands on improving the government functions in governance and
public service. To develop education is one of the practical embodiments of
public service for modern government and therefore should be placed at the
top of the agenda in public administration system and public fiscal system.
The governmental input info education should be confinuously increased to
ensure the fairness of education and the fulfilment of the governmental

responsibility of developing education.

The newly formed leading group of the State Council attended and supervised
the drafting process of this Action Plan. Premier Wen Jiabao has reiterated
that education is one of the most important tasks and the incumbent
administration will prioritise the development of education and science. The
State Councilor Madame Chen Zhili also has pointed out that the new Action
Plan must take opinions of all parties concerned into consideration since it is

a comprehensive, directing, and operational plan for national education
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development in the coming years. She has attended the reporting meetings
of MoE for many times and chaired coordinating meetings participated by
over ten ministries for the overall planning and coordination of policies,
measures, and fund-raising for the new Action Plan. On December 30, 2003, the
National Steering Group for Science and Education held its second meeting
to discuss the draft of this Action Plan. After this meeting, Mok was required
to ask governments of all provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities
directly under the central government, the central committee of democratic
Parties and other sectors in the society for their comments and suggestions on
the draft. This requirement clearly demonstrated the determination of the new

administration in promoting rational and democratic decision-making process.

Il How to implement this new Action Plan

This Action Plan designs the blueprint for further implementing the strategies of
'Rejuvenating China through Science and Education' and 'Reinvigorating
China through Human Resource Development'. It embraces the strategic
thoughts and guidance for educational development in this crucial stage
with strategic opportunities. The underlying philosophy for the new Action
Plan is Deng Xiaoping's theory, the important thought of Three Represents’,
and the mission that ‘education should serve the people'. It should follow the
principle of consolidating achievements, deepening reforms, maintaining
sustainable development, and improving the quality of education so that we
can provide satisfactory education to the whole public. This Action Plan will
aim at readlizing the three historical tasks in the field of education stipulated by
the 16th Party Conference. They are to construct a sound system, cultivate
talents, and contribute knowledge for modernization. To sum up, the cardinal

theme of this Action Plan is 'one mission' and 'three fasks'.

The mission refers to that of serving the people and providing satisfactory
education to the public. This is the fundamental foothold for the educational

circle tfo embody the important thought of Three Represents' into practice
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and of putting the people first to promote balanced development among
human beings, economy and the whole society. This is also an issue concerned

by both the education circle and the public.

The concept of 'Three Tasks' was first put forward by the Report of the 16th
CPC Conference. he first task refers to the establishment of a competent
national education system and a life-long education system that then are
combined into a modern education system with Chinese characteristics. The
second task is to cultivate hundreds of millions of high quality workers, dozens
of millions specialists, and large numbers of outstanding innovative talents.
The third task is to promote the integration of education, technological
innovation, and economic construction, and the integration of education,
cultural prosperity, and social progress. These three historical tasks are
components of the goal of building a well-to-do society by 2020. Of course, it
is impossible for us to fulfill these tasks completely just within the next five years
when the new Action Plan is to be executed. Nevertheless, we will try our best

to lay a solid foundation for the future.

We will continue the educational reform and development in accordance
with the guideline of 'consolidation, deepening, improvement and
development', which means to consolidate achievements, deepen reforms,
improve quality, and pursue sustainable development. This is the core theme

of the new Action Plan.

First is fo consolidate the achievements. We will collect the achievement and
experience gained through the implementation of the previous round of
Action Plan to consolidate the fruits of universalizing the Nine-Year Compulsory
Education in the areas where 92% of the population inhabite and eradicating
illiteracy among young and middle-aged groups. We will also try to maintain
the achievements in senior secondary education, especially secondary

vocational education and the achievements in mass higher education with
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the gross enrollment rate of 17%. At the same time, educational achievements

in other forms and at all levels will all be consolidated.

The second part of the guideline is to deepen the reform. Educational reform
is a sophisticated project. It should be preceded gradually from macro level
to micro level with overall planning and clear priorities. The reform and innovation
in training modes, management system, curriculum, teaching methodologies

and feaching content should be promoted effectively.

The third part refers to quality improvement. Quality is the lifeline of education.
The governmental functions should be further changed to carry out
administration by laws, govern the practices in education strictly and strengthen
our management. While accelerating the development, we should regard
quality improvement as the most important task fo have a rational understanding
of quality, improve the quality assessment system and guide the educational

institutions intfo justified competition.

The fourth is to continue our development. Development is the basic principle.
We must devote ourselves whole-heartedly to the educational development
so that the public will have the access to high-qualified education. Without
sustainable development, it will become impossible to provide satisfactory
education to the people. Directed by a rational understanding of development,
we should not only consider the sustainable development of education itself,
but also the cohesive development between education and economy and

society.

At the corner of this century, remarkable achievements have been gained in
educational development in China with historical leapfrog development and
breakthroughs in educational reform, bringing with us the best opportunity for
educational development. However, there are also severe challenges for

educational development in China. The conflict between the increasing
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demand for education from the people and the capacity in education
provision, especially the provision of high-quality education is sfill the main
conflict at the current stage and for the long term. Besides, educational input
is still quite iInadequate and the level of infrastructure and teaching cohort is
far from meeting the needs of modernization. In addition, there are many
problems in the educational nofions, fraining modes, management system
and operation mechanism. All the problems require us to adhere to the
mission of providing satisfactory education to the public and to promote the
sustainable, healthy, cohesive and rapid development of education in

accordance with the principle mentioned above.

The new Action Plan has 14 parts with 50 arficles and over 13,000 words,
including two major strategic priorities, six priority projects, and six important

measures.

First, two strategic priorities are highlighted to focus on major issues and define

key solutions.

Educational development in rural areas is a basic, directing issue with overall
significance to the establishment of a well-fo-do society and is also an issue
much concerned by the incumbent administration. According to the
requirements raised at the National Conference on Education in Rural Areas
in September 2003, we will continue to regard education in rural areas as the
priority among priorities. In the next five years, we will concentrate our resources
to fulfill the objectives of making breakthroughs in universalizing the nine-year
compulsory education and eradicating iliteracy among young and middle-
aged groups in the western areas, consolidating the achievements and pursing
improvement in the middle areas and further improving the quality of
compulsory education in the eastern areas. The comprehensive educational
reform in rural areas will be deepened and the new management system with

the county-level government as the main management body will be
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implemented by this Action Plan. In addition, the system for facilitating students
with poor economic background will be improved and the efforts in building
up a teaching cohort in primary and secondary schools will be further intensified.
Moreover, the 'Programme for Modern Distance Education in Primary and
Secondary Schools in Rural Areas' will be implemented as well. A working
conference for the 'Programme on Making Breakthroughs in Universalizing the
Nine-year Compulsory Education and Eradicating llliteracy among Young and
Middle-aged Group in the Western Areas' was just held and other key issues
concerning educational development in rural areas will be all proceeded in

the mean fime.

In accordance with the policies made by the Central Committee of CPC, we
will optimise resources from various parties to develop some world-class
universities, a group of research universities with international reputation and
some key disciplines to strengthen the comprehensive capabilities of our
higher education, to enhance the construction of a national innovation
system, and to improve our national power and competitiveness. Therefore,
this new Action Plan will continue to implement the '985 Project’, the '211
Project’, and the 'High-Level Innovative Talents Project. Meanwhile, initiatives
such as the 'Plan for the Innovation in Postgraduate Education’, the 'Project
for Scientific and Technological Innovation in Higher Education Institutions',
and the 'Project for Social Science Prosperity in Higher Education Institutions'
will also be launched by this Action Plan. It is expected that via these programmes
and projects, the new Action Plan will offer an overall coordination for the
development of various disciplines, talent training, science and technology
innovation, the establishment of tfeaching and researching cohort, and
infernational cooperation and exchanges. As a result, remarkable improvements
could be withessed in the key universities and key disciplines which then can
drive the sustainable, healthy, cohesive and rapid development of higher

education at the national level as a whole.
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Secondly, six major projects are included into this Action Plan to cover all the

educational undertakings that must be completed before 2007.

The first Programme is the 'Project for Quality-oriented Education in the New
Century'. It aims at promoting quality-oriented education, strengthening moral
education in schools, deepening curriculum reform and the reform of evaluation
system in basic education, actively developing senior secondary education,
pre-school education and special education, thoroughly improving the physical
well-being, moral integrity, and artistic attainment of the students, promoting

the studies of Chinese language and Chinese characters.

The second Programme is the 'Programme on Innovation in Vocational
Education and Training'. The development of vocational education has entered
info a crucial period. The basic vision of this Project is to change the mode of
vocational education info an employment-oriented one and to adopt an
‘order-form style' or 'module style' characterized by a close link between
employers and vocational schools. We will speed up the cultivation of a large
pool of urgently needed technical human resource, especially the senior
technicians of all types to actively contribute the transfer of labour force from

rural areas and agriculture to urban areas and non-agricultural industries.

The third Programme refers to the 'Programme on Teaching Quality and
Teaching Reform in Higher Education Insfitufions'. It is of overwhelming
importance for higher education to strengthen and improve its quality. This
new Action Plan will put more emphasis and efforts on the teaching reform
and the establishment of an evaluation and quality assurance system. A
once-every-five-year evaluation mechanism for regular universities has been

launched and demonstrated satisfactory primary results.

The fourth Programme is the 'Programme on Employment Promotion for

University Graduates'. Employment is the basis of people's livelihood. With
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emphasis attached by the central government, improvements have been
witnessed in the graduates' employment. For the institutionalization and
systemization of this issue, this Action Plan will further strengthen the construction
of leadership system, operation mechanism, policy framework and service
system for university graduates employment, and to deepen reforms both in

and outside the domain of education orientated by the labor market.

The fifth comes as the 'Educational Informationizaion Construction Programme'.
The informationization of education is an important approach to achieve
educational modernization and to develop ahead of times properly. We will
infensify our efforfts in infrastructure construction, resource building, talents

fraining, and the application of IT inside the educational circle.

The sixth Programme is the 'Programme on Building Up A Competent Teaching
and Administrating Cohort'. Educational innovation and talent cultivation
depend on the hard work of our teachers, as well as their qualities. We will
prioritise the deepening of personnel system reform for teaching staff to
reinforce the management of school scale so that all the teaching positions
and different units inside schools can be planned scientifically. The teacher
certificate system will be implemented with the policy of 'accessing with
qudlifications, competing for vacancies, and working with employment
contracts. Additionally, this new Action Plan will further promote this practice
and improve the teacher training system and the further education system for

in-service teachers.

Thirdly, important measures will be taken to guarantee the deepening of the

educational reform and innovation in educational systems.

The first important measure is to strengthen systematical innovation and to
manage education by law. This includes the perfection of legal systems for

education, the implementation of the Law of Administrative Approval, the
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adoption of practical approaches to change the function of educational
authorities, the reinforcement of supervision and evaluation, and development
of management system reform as well as the reform of internal management

system within education institutions.

The second key measure is to forcefully support and promote the sustainable,
healthy, cohesive and rapid development of non-public schools. A system in
which public schools and their non-public counterparts can enjoy supplementary
advantages, compete fairly and develop together should gradually take
shape. At the same time, attentions should also be given to the systematical
reform and innovation so that non-public education can be developed in

various forms.

The third measure is to further expand the openness of education to the
outside world. It include the expansion in international cooperation and
exchanges in the field of education, the improvement in sending students
and scholars abroad for studies and researches and in receiving more
intfernational students coming to China, the promotion of Chinese Language
Teaching and Learning in other countries and the exploration of infernational

market for education services.

The fourth measure refers to the reform and improvement of educational
input system. It includes establishing an educational financial system compatible
to the public financial system, expanding fund-raising channels, perfecting the
natfional education facilitation and social education facilitation systems,

fightening up management and improving efficiency.

The fifth measure is to strengthen the Party organization and moral education.
This includes strengthening and improving the Party organization in schools,
improving the 'two lectures' and the moral education in higher education

institutions, carrying out effective, clean and honest politics within the Party
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and establishing decent practices in the educational circle.

The last measure is to build and perfect a modern education system with
Chinese characteristics. It includes improving the national education system
for the public and the life long learning system as well. It also includes the
approaches to support educational development in the Western areas, areas
inhabited by ethnic minorities, areas that used to be revolutionary basis, and
old industrial basis in Northeastern China so that a harmonious balance in
educational development among eastern, middle and western areas can be
promoted. In addition, the promulgation of the 'Outline for Educational

Development in China by 2020' is also a part of the last measure.

The new Action Plan embodies the essence of the wisdom of the Chinese
educational circle in planning the future educational development guided by
Three Represents’. It is also a fundamental project during the process of
establishing a well-to-do society and implementing the strategies of ‘Rejuvenating
China through Science, Technology and Education' and 'Reinvigorating China
through Human Resource Development'. The Action Plan designs the blueprint
for continuing the educational system reform in the context of developing
socialistic market economy. It also represents the strategy to readlize new
leapfrogging development after the successful implementation of the 'Action
Plan for Invigorating Education in the 21st Century', approved by the State
Council in 1999. Therefore, MoE appeals to all educational organizations to
acknowledge the significance of this new Action Plan, adhere to the principle
of emancipating minds, seeking fruth from facts and keeping pace with the
times, and carry out attentive study, dissemination and full implementation of
this Action Plan. At the same fime, we sincerely hope that governments at all
levels will continue to increase their input and support to education. We also
sincerely hope that all sectors of our society including the press will continue
their concern, participation, support and facilitation to our educational
development.

P.R.C
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The Vision of "Thinking Schools, Learning Nation" (TSLN)
Republic of Singapore

Ministry of Education's vision of "Thinking Schools, Learning Nation" (TSLN) was

first announced by Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong in 1997.

This vision describes a nation of thinking and committed citizens capable of
meeting the challenges of the future, and an education system geared to the

needs of the 21st century.

Thinking schools will be learning organisations in every sense, constantly
challenging assumptions, and seeking better ways of doing things through
participation, creativity and innovation. Thinking Schools will be the cradle of
thinking students as well as thinking adults and this spirit of learning should

accompany our students even after they leave school.

A Learning Nafion envisions a national culture and social environment that
promotes lifelong learning in our people. The capacity of Singaporeans to
continually learn, both for professional development and for personal

enrichment, will determine our collective tolerance for change.
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Malaysia's New ICT Master Plan

Malaysia has recently launched its latest 5 year ICT master plan called
MyICMS 886.

1. High Speed Broadband Hard

2. 3G & Beyond
3. Mobile TV
4. Digital Multimedia

Communications
(e.g.RFID-based)
7. VolP/Internet Telophony
8. Universal Service

Provision

1.

Multiservice Convergence
Networks
3G Cellular Networks

Broadcasting 3. Sate Tltte Networks
5. Digital Home Soft
6. Short Range 4. Next Generation

Internet Protocol (IPvs)
Home Internet Adoption
Information & Network

Security
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