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“Perhaps it is this same characteristic of American education that accounts for
what many critics call ‘lack of system.” But on one point protagonists and
antagonists of American schools agree: These schools have a quality of
uniqueness that distinguishes them from schools in countries with a national
system of education. American generally believe that this quality is something to

be maintained.”
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The United States does not have a national system of education. Education is
considered to be a matter for the people of each state. Although there is a federal
Department of Education, its function is merely to gather information, to advice,
and to help finance certain educational programs. Education, Americans say, is “a
national concern, a state responsibility, and a local function.” Since the
constitution does not state that education is the responsibility of the federal
government, all educational matters are left to the individual states.
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‘ THE CHARGE FOR ACTION \

“The sole responsibility for providing the system of common
schools is that of our General Assembly. It is a duty — it is a
constitutional mandate placed by the people on the 138 members of
that body who represent those self-same people.

The General Assembly must not only establish the system, but it
must monitor it on a continuing basis so that it will always be
maintained in a constitutional manner. The General Assembly must
carefully supervise it, so that there is no waste, no duplication, no
mismanagement, at any level.

The system of common schools must be adequately funded to
achieve its goals. The system of common schools must be
substantially uniform throughout the state. Each child, every child, in
this Commonwealth must be provided with an equal opportunity to have

an adequate education.”
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