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Executive Summary

An important milestone in the education reform in
Thailand is the enactment of the National Education Act of
1999 and its amendment (Second National Education Act
of 2002). Relevant provisions in these legislations indeed
manifest a common determination to raise the standard of
education of the Thai people. In fact, Section 10 of the first
legislation requires that “In the provision of education, all
individuals shall have equal rights and opportunities to
receive basic education provided by the State for the
duration of at least 12 years. Such education, provided on a
nationwide basis, shall be of quality and free of charge”.
This intent is further reflected in the Ninth National
Economic and Social Development Plan, with its main
emphasis on providing the people with equal access to
quality education.

One measure of successful implementation of the
above plan is in the number of years of education received
by the people on the average. Indeed such indicator very
well reflects the state effort in providing educational
opportunity to its people. The report presented herewith is
thus an overview, based on an analytical study, of
educational attainment of the Thai people during 1999 - 2003,
with the view to perceiving noticeable changes in the
number of years of education received.



Number of the Thai Population

In 2003, the total number of the Thai population is
64.19 million with minimal difference in gender distribution
of 31.92 million male and 32.27 million female”,
representing 49.73% male and 50.27% female respectively.

With regard to the gender distribution by age group
of those below the age of 24 (with the average male to
female distribution of 51 to 49), the male population
exceeds their female counterparts in all sub age groups.
The over - 25 age group, which comprises the working
population as well as the elderly, the male distribution will
be less than their female counterparts i.e. 49% male and
51% female respectively.

In examining the educational achievement of the
over - 15 age group entering the labour market during the
four - year period of 2000-2003, most of the country’s
labour force (more than 60%) have received education
below the primary level, thus resulting in a major handicap
preventing achievement of the desired developmental goals.
Those with secondary education represent 24% of the
labour force, while a mere 8% have received higher
education; and those without proper education / with less
than primary education constitute around 1%.

* Office of the National Education Commission (ONEC), Project
of the Thai Population 1999 - 2006,
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Education Received by the Thai People

Human beings being perceived as the focal point of
development, the Ninth National Economic and Social
Development Plan has attached greatest importance to
human development. The best education provided will
logically result in sustainable national development, both
economically and socially. An important indicator the quality
of the Thai labour force is in fact the number of years of
education the people receive. In examining the achievement
during the period 1999 — 2003 by age group, it can be seen that
the state has made encouraging efforts to educate the people,
enabling them to acquire knowledge as well as enhance their
capacity. The increasing trend is evident in the table below :

Number of Years of Education of the Thai People on the
Average : 1999 and 2003

Age Group 1999 2003

15 and over 7.1 7.8
15-21 9.4 9.8
15-59 7.7 7.9

60 and over 3.5 3.9
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- 15 and over age group : the 7.1 years of attainment in
1999 has increased to 7.8 years in 2003.

- 15 - 21 age group : the 9.4 years of attainment in 1999
has increased to 9.8 years in 2003. In other words, the
average education received by this age group is slightly
above the lower secondary level.

- 15-159 age group : requiring intensive capacity-building
on the part of the state : the 1999 attainment of 7.7 years
has increased to 7.9 years in 2003. In other words, the
average education received by the Thai labour force is at
the lower secondary level.

- 60 and over age group : regarded as no longer of
working age : the 3.5 years of attainment in 1999 has
increased to 7.9 years in 2003. In other words, those over
60 receive education of less than primary level.

For 2000 — 2001, the average education received by
the people by municipal area has noticeably increased, with
education of those in the municipal area in all age groups
exceeds the average education of those outside the municipal
area by about 1-2 years.

Details of the average education of the Thai people
by municipal area for 2001 can be seen in the table below :



Age Group In Municipal Outside
Areas Municipal Areas
15 and over 8.2 59
15-21 10.0 9.0
15-59 8.7 6.1
60 and over 4.2 3.1

Education of Employed Thai Labour Force by Economic
Sector

It is apparent that in the present world situation,
“human resources” are the most important factor affecting
economic performance and consequently the people’s
standard of living. Education received by the people,
particularly the labour force, is therefore of greatest
importance. The present study will highlight only education
of the labour force, aged 15 — 59, as defined in the Labour
Protection Act of 1998. This legislation has raised the lowest
age of child labour force from 13 to 15 years, in harmony
with the human resources development plan and the relevant
provisions of the ILO and United Nations conventions.

Pertinent data from the study on the number of years
of education of the 15 — 59 age group by economic sector are
presented below.



1. Average education of the labour force by economic sector

Education Received by Employed Labour Force, Age
15 - 59 Years, by Economic Sector : Year 2001

Services

Electricity, Gas, Waterand Sanitary services

Manufacturing

Mining and Quarrying

|
|
Commerce | ' 8.3
|
|
|

Transport and Storage of Goods

Construction, Repair and Demolition ' 6.8
Activities not adequately described ﬁ 5.8
Agriculture, Forestry etc. S 53

See Table 5

Educational attainment on the average is highest for
those in the services sector i.e. 13.0 years; followed by
public utilities and public health : 11.9 years; commerce :
8.3 years; manufacturing and mining and quarrying enjoy
an equal share of 8.0 years; transport, storage and
communication : 7.8 years; construction, repair and
demolition : 6.8 years; activities not adequately described or
unknown : 5.8 years; and agriculture, forestry, hunting and
fishing have the lowest share of 5.3 years.
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2. Level of Educational Attainment of the 15-59 Labour
Force

The state has continuously encouraged all the
agencies concerned to join efforts in educating the people so
as to prepare them for the labour market. An overview of the
2001 educational attainment of the 15-59 labour force shows
that their majority (57.6%) received only primary education.
Without knowledge and necessary skills for the production
of goods and services, the national development cannot be
accelerated to the pace required. The attainment referred to
above is followed by higher education level (18.1%); lower
secondary level (11.4%); upper secondary level (9.7%) and
lower than primary level (3.2%).

3. Male : Female Labour Force Distribution

For 2001, the male : female labour force distribution
by sector is 51 : 49. Among the 8 economic sectors,
however, only 2 sectors (commerce and services) have
higher distribution of female workers than their male
counterparts.

As already mentioned, following the enactment of the
2 education reform legislations i.e. the National Education
Act of 1999 and its amendment legislated in 2002, steps
have been taken by the state to accelerate the improvement
of basic education, both in terms of quantity and quality.
The agencies concerned have been encouraged to launch
vigorous campaigns to raise the quality of basic education
through both formal and non-formal education, resulting in
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higher educational attainment of the Thai people as borne out
by quantitative data presented above.

It is to be noted that the educational attainment of the
elderly may seem low in terms of the number of years; in
terms of knowledge and experiences gained, however, they
might be, in some cases, better qualified than those with
longer years of education. Relevant ministerial regulations
have therefore been issued to facilitate the transfer of
learning outcomes of different levels and types of education.
The state has also made rigorous efforts to promote
preservation of the wisdom of the elderly, to be transferred to
the young generation. We are confident that, following the
full and effective implementation of the relevant provisions
of the two education reform acts, particularly, those in
Section 15, educational achievement of the Thai people will
be further enhanced. The people will thus be endowed with
knowledge and capacity required for the attainment of the
national development goals.
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Table 1 Number of Population of Thailand by Sexs and Age Group : Year 2002
2543 (2000) 2544 (2001) 2545 (2002)
nanay 3 it nil9 ety 218l TN 3 gt TN Age Group
total male female total male female total male female
Y 62,319,676 | 31,018,903 | 31,300,773 | 56,951,017 | 28,556,946 | 28,394,071 63,589,416 31,629,453 31,959,963 Total
81y 5 "fJLm:@'i’m'j'] 5,902,639 3,019,229 2,883,410 5,918,961 3,020,972 2,897,989 5,917,739 3,013,757 2,903,982 age 5 and lower

81g 6-11 gl 5,837,857 2,992,282 2,845,575 5,835,023 2,992,025 | 2,842,998 5,819,773 2,985,390 2,834,383 age 6-11

a1 12-14 1 2,826,775 1,445,114 1,381,661 2,845,317 1,455,331 1,389,986 2,880,829 1,474,118 1,406,711 age 12-14

ang 15-17 gl 3,006,166 1,532,397 1,473,769 2,905,350 1,482,277 1,423,073 2,841,550 1,450,852 1,390,698 age 15-17

a1 18-21 1 4,431,136 2,250,313 2,180,823 4,343,779 2,207,603 2,136,176 4,220,484 2,146,620 2,073,864 age 18-21

ang 22-24 gl 3,397,197 1,718,421 1,678,776 3,382,007 1,712,414 1,669,593 3,368,942 1,707,244 1,661,698 age 22-24

818 25 ﬂ%u"lﬂ 36,917,906 | 18,061,147 | 18,856,759 | 31,720,581 | 15,686,325 | 16,034,256 38,540,099 18,851,472 19,688,627 age 25 and over

A ﬁ?’I‘lIﬂ\‘]’luﬂmzniiﬂﬂ’]iﬂ’]iﬁﬂ‘lﬂ’mﬁ'd“ﬂ’]a, 2545.

SOURCE : Office of the National Education Commission, 2002.
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Table 2  Education of the Thai People on the Average : Years 1999-2004

\ 2542 2543 2544 2545 | 2546*
naNang Age Group
1999 2000 2001 2002 | 2003*

278 15 Tjﬁulﬂ 7.1 7.2 7.4 7.6 7.8 age 15 and over
ag 15-21 U 9.4 | 9.5 | 9.6 | 9.7 | 9.8 | agel5-21
21g 15-59 bl 7.7 7.8 7.7 7.8 7.9 age 15-59
21 60 "TJ?Tulﬂ 3.5 3.6 3.7 3.8 3.9 age 60 and over

e : * dayauseanms (Estimated figures)
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Table 3  Education of the Thai People on the Average by Gender : Years 2000-2001
2543 2544
, 2000 2001
naaang Age Group
%518 TN 2518 TN
Male Female Male Female
ok
01g 15 Tawly 7.5 6.9 7.7 71 age 15 and over
01y 1521 1 9.4 9.7 9.5 9.8 age 15-21
011 15-59 1 8.1 7.7 8.0 7.5 age 15-59
ok
21y 60 Tawll 4.4 3.0 4.5 3.2 age 60 and over
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Table 4  Education of the Thai People on the Average, Age 15-60 Years and Over, by
Municipal Area : Years 1999-2001

‘L%L"llﬁlL'Ylﬂ‘iJ']a wantdALtnNAUIa

] In Municipal Area Outside Municipal Area
naaang Age Group

2542 | 2543 | 2544 | 2542 | 2543 | 2544
1999 | 2000 | 2001 1999 | 2000 | 2001

a1y 15 "ﬂ%uvlﬂ 9.1 9.3 8.2 6.1 6.3 5.9 age 15 and over
81 15-21 gl 10.4 10.4 10.0 8.8 9.0 9.0 age 15-21
a1e 15-59 gl 9.6 9.7 8.7 6.5 6.7 6.1 age 15-59

a1g 60 ﬂ%uvl,ﬂ 4.6 5.2 4.2 3.0 31 31 age 60 and over
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Table 5 Education of the Thai People on the Average by Economic Sector : Years 1999-2001

a 2542 2543 2544
#12NATHIND Economic Sector
1999 2000 2001

1. 1nwasnssn Mthld msddaiuaznsdseny 5.1 5.2 5.3 . Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting & Fishing
2. myyauilanzuazalans 5.9 7.3 8.0 . Mining and Quarrying
3. NMIPARIMNIIV waNNIIN 7.7 7.8 8.0 . Manufacturing
4. MInass Tou uasanourinans 6.2 6.2 6.8 . Construction, Repair and Demolition
5. msmﬁws%ﬂnﬂ WAZNNIFIT 1T 10.0 9.7 11.9 . Electricity, Gas, Water & Sanitary Services
6. MINHTLNIIN 7.9 8.1 8.3 . Commerce
7. MIVKEI ARIFUAT LAZNIIAUUIAN 7.5 7.9 7.8 . Transport, Storage & Communication
8. MIVINT 10.7 10.9 13.0 . Services
9.8 9 (ﬁamsﬁs:qvl,aj*’ﬁmﬂ”a #ia linTw) 10.6 9.7 5.8 . Activities not adequately described
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Table 6 Percentage of Employed Labour Force, Age 15-59 Years, by Level of Education and Economic Sector : Year 1999

nowdszaay | szan ssuadnm
- aandnmn
Liins@nn | @nw [ goudu [aewdans
s:mumiﬁnﬂﬁlmmm‘n@ﬁ% Per-primary/ Tower Upper Level of Education/Economic Sector
Primary Higher
None Secondary | Secondary
Education Education
Education Education | Education
3 34 57.4 13.7 10.0 15.5 | TOTAL
1. inwasnyan Mthld msandaiuasmsdszas 5.9 81.0 8.3 3.8 1.0 1. Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting & Fishing
2. myyauslancuazalans 0.8 81.9 7.8 4.3 5.2 | 2. Mining and Quarrying
3. gamWNITN WADNIIN 1.9 53.9 19.9 14.7 9.6 3. Manufacturing
4. matiesths Teu uazienauriime 3.3 71.6 13.1 5.6 6.4 4. Construction, Repair and Demolition
5. mimmirk‘tﬂinﬂ UREMIENT TR 0.3 315 16.9 21.7 29.6 | 5. Electricity, Gas, Water & Sanitary Services
6. WIThTaNTTY 2.7 51.2 17.2 13.5 15.4 | 6. Commerce
7. MIVUFI ARIFUAT LATNTANWIAN 1.9 56.1 18.9 1.7 11.4 | 7. Transport, Storage & Communication
8. NILINT 1.5 29.9 14.4 13.5 40.7 | 8. Services
9.3u 9 (ﬁamiﬁizﬂﬂ’ﬁ'ﬂui@ v\%avl;iwﬂu) 3.3 26.7 16.7 13.3 40.0 9. Activities not adequately described
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Table 7  Percentage of Employed Labour Force, Age 15-59 Years, by Level of Education and Economic Sector : Year 2000
newdszany/ | Uszan O -
Taifinsdnwn [ Gnwn o aawen
aauaw | aanilaly
izﬁnmiﬁnﬁ’l/ﬂ’mﬁtﬂﬁﬂgﬁ% Per-primary || Lower Upper Upper Level of Education/Economic Sector
None | Secondary | Secondary [ Secondary E::Z:;n
Education | Education | Education | Education
EIEY 5.9 57.0 12.9 9.6 14.5 | TOTAL
1. 1nwasn3In Msthlal msadasuazmsdszas 9.3 78.5 8.0 3.2 1.0 1. Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting & Fishing
2. myyauilanzuazalang 5.8 61.5 7.7 9.6 15.4 | 2. Mining and Quarrying
3. gAEMNIIN fiAanTIn 4.2 52.9 19.8 13.9 9.1 3. Manufacturing
4. mtieats dew uszeneurnany 5.7 71.9 10.9 5.7 5.8 4. Construction, Repair and Demolition
5. mﬁmmsq‘mﬂnﬂ WA IABIDAGY 1.4 36.0 15.2 19.7 27.7 | 5. Electricity, Gas, Water & Sanitary Services
6. WITATENTIN 5.6 52.0 15.0 13.0 14.4 | 6. Commerce
7. MIVUEI ARITUA LAZNITANWIAN 2.9 54.9 16.2 13.0 13.1 | 7. Transport, Storage & Communication
8. MIUINI 2.6 29.3 14.4 13.6 40.1 | 8. Services
9.5u 9 (ﬁamﬁﬁs:q‘laj%@nﬁa vialinmy) - 44 .4 111 56 38.9 | 9. Activities not adequately described
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Table 8  Percentage of Employed Labour Force, Age 15-59 Years, by Level of Education and Economic Sector : Year 2001
nawiszany/ | Uszan %
_— NsuNAN® gawdnwn
o - ANNIANEN fnm nanaw | nanilay
STAUMTANBVE1VIATHIAD - Level of Education/Economic Sector
L Per-primary/ Lower Upper
Primary Higher
None Secondary | Secondary
Education Education
Education Education Education
N 3.2 57.6 1.4 9.7 18.1 TOTAL
1. 1nuasnssn Msthldl msadasuaemsyszas 5.8 82.0 6.9 3.6 1.6 1. Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting & Fishing
2. myyauilanzuazalans 0.8 58.9 13.7 121 14.5 | 2. Mining and Quarrying
3. gARNNTIY iaanTTY 1.8 55.6 16.4 141 12.2 | 3. Manufacturing
4. mnesh Fau uazIenaunany 3.0 68.0 12.3 8.0 8.6 4. Construction, Repair and Demolition
5. ﬂ’]im‘ﬁ’]ﬁ%ﬂiﬂﬂ URENTEBTOAGY 0.0 20.1 12.7 23.9 43.3 | 5. Electricity, Gas, Water & Sanitary Services
6. WITATUNTIY 2.5 51.8 14.5 14.0 17.2 | 6. Commerce
7. MIVUEI ARITUM LAZMTANWIAN 1.1 57.2 15.9 12.5 13.3 | 7. Transport, Storage & Communication
8. MILINY 0.5 15.5 10.4 10.9 62.6 | 8. Services
9.9u 9 (ﬁamiﬁszqvl,aj%mﬁa n3elainsu) 5.4 75.6 10.6 5.0 3.4 | 9. Activities not adequately described
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Table 9

Distribution of Employed Labour Force, Age 15-59 Years, by Gender and Economic Sector : Years 1999-2001

i:ﬁuﬂ’]iﬁﬂﬂ’]/ﬁ’]m’]tﬁiﬂﬁﬁ%

AAFIUITRINNELY : B9
Male : Female Distribution

Level of Education/Economic Sector

2542 2543 2544
(1999) (2000) (2001)
37 51:49| 50:50( 51:49( ToTAL
1. 1nuasnTIn Msthld msadasuaemsyszas 54 : 46| 55:45| 53 : 47 | 1. Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting & Fishing
2. myyauslanzuazalans 78 :22] 80:20| 74 : 26 | 2. Mining and Quarrying
3. MIPATWNTIN RAINTIY 50 : 50| 52:48| 44 : 56 | 3. Manufacturing
4. ynesh Fau uazIenaunany 82 :18| 84 :16| 84 : 16 | 4. Construction, Repair and Demolition
5. msmms%ﬂnﬂ UAZAIRN T TEARY 77 : 23| 77 : 23| 85 : 15| 5. Electricity, Gas, Water & Sanitary Services
6. MINHTLNTIY 43 : 57| 47 : 53| 44 : 56 | 6. Commerce
7. MIVUEI ARITUM LAZMTANWIAN 88 :12| 88:12]| 87 : 13| 7. Transport, Storage & Communication
8. MIVINT 44 : 56| 47 : 53| 47 : 53 | 8. Services
9.9u 9 (ﬁamiﬁszqvl,ai%mﬁa nielainsu) 43 : 57| 56 : 44| 12 : 88| 9. Activities not adequately described
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ASNATAANITUALANATAILTIU,  NIENTNUTNNUUALEITANS
dRu. 2544, MTUIHITUTIY @IFAMIUAEANATEY
U3 2543, ATUNNT : UTEN UNsMIRNW o,

AUNNUAULNIINMINMIANWILKNTIG, 1IN UIENTINUAST.
2545. WIENWUAAANMIANWILNEIA WA, 2542
waziud lutiiain (aﬁ’uﬁ 2) WA 2545. NN
USEN Winunile 0.

AUNNUAUZNIINNITNTANILUIIIG,  d1INUIENITTNUAT.
2543.5Anwa9aulng U 2542 (1999 Report on
Education Received by the Thai People). NIUNN
vausudfaiuil Wuudy,

AUNNUAULNIINMINIANWILYNTIG, 1IN UIENTINUAS.
2543. msaaUdszanamsussrnsuasdsenalng
W.A. 2542-2559 (Thailand Population Projection,
1999-2016). NJN : latde auads.

Hiinnuadfuiend, nimneniguuns. 2543. anarsaiasia
P31 MEMINNWaIlszang MNgaIanNIns
saui3, 1 2543. ATUNW ¢ INNUDAULVNEE.
(tenEBAFNI)

Hiinnuadduiend, dnimneniguuns. 2544. anarsaiasia
M35 MEMINNWBIlszang MNgaIanNIng
sauiis, U 2544. nyunwd : SninOuEBALMNE.
(tenE5BAFNI)

Hiinnuaddiuiend, dnimneniguuns. 2545. anarsaiasia
s MEMIINOwasznng Magaanins
sauiiz, U 2545. ngunwe : SwinOuIBALMNE.
(tanEBAFNIN)
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