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THE ADMINISTRATION OF EDUCATION IN MALAYSIA
ABSTRACT

The administration of education in Malaysia has been derived from
informal socialization education system of its exotic dwellers adopted to met the
oriental Muslims ways of education. Education in the initial times was providing
at Pondok( Muslim traditional school ) , Mosques and at the villages scholar
house as were operating in the rest of the Malayu peninsula ( southern most of
Thailand and West Malaysia ) and Indonesia. Later, Malaysia ( at that time was
called Malaya ) during the British colonial rule, educational system was
influenced by the British Educational System. English medium schools were
operated in the same amount as the Melayu medium schools. Many Malaysian
youth from the high class families were educated in English medium schools and
most of them were furthered their education in England. At that time, the
Malaysian ways of life had been shifted from Malayu tradition into Malayu-
English society.

Later after gaining independence from the British, the sense of Malayu
nationalism and desire to modernize the country were seriously focused upon by
the western — educated and local scholars. By 1956, the idea of education reform
had been started. The first study on education reform was done by Tun Abdul
Razak ( later became a minister of education of Malaysia ) in 1956. The contents
of Tun Razak Report led to the first ordinance of education announced in 1957
which  introduced the first National Education System of Malaysia. It
acknowledged Bahasa Melayu as the medium of education and using the
National standard Test for all schools in Malaysia.

In 1960, there was the second study on education system conducted by
Rahman Taib which presented to the Parliament in 1961. The report led in
affecting the first Educational Act of Malaysia in the same year. By this act,
Bahasa Melayu became compulsory teaching medium, Religious Studies and
Moral Education were also introduced to schools, Technical and Vocational
Education were promoted.

In 1979, the Fundamental Education for Malaysians were extended from
9 to 11 academic years, 3 R’s method of teaching was put in practice and the
Educational Administration was reformed to meet the national development
policies.

In 1995, the present Educational Act was introduced. This act forces the
government to develop a world class quality education system which realize the
full potential of the individual and fulfill the aspiration of the Malaysian nation.

The present system of educational administration of Malaysia is
categorized into 5 levels which are : the national level, state level, district level,
school cluster level and school institutional level.

At the national level of the educational administration, all types and levels
of education, are unitedly administered by the Ministry of Education.

At the state level, education is administered by two agencies, the national
schools under the State Federal Education Office, while the state-established-
schools under the State Government. Both types of schools using the National
Syllabus and the final academic examination are conducted by the National
Examination Council.



At the district level of each state, all national schools are administration of
the Office of the District Federal Education.

Downstream line of the administration after the district level is the so
called School Cluster or School Zone. At this level, the secondary Schools and
Primary Schools within geographical zone of 15 — 20 schools are clustered for
the purposes of academic collaboration. In each School Cluster, there is a School
Cluster Resources Center ( Pusat Kegiatan Guru — PKG.) responsible for
academic corporation.

School Institutions are the grass root level of the educational
administration. It administered by each School Master.

Pre-school Education is supported by the Parents and going to Primary
Education in Malaysia, is considered as the fundamental education for the
Malaysians in schooling age and it is free for all. Secondary Education and
Higher Education are subsidized by subsidized the government.

Education in Malaysia is considered by the people and the government of
Malaysia as the most important factor in their historical independent and the
current successful development of the country. All items relating to education
receive full support of the people and the government. It can be said that the
success of development of Malaysia today is mainly derived by its good system,
and its efficient management.
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