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Executive Summary

This research on Mae Chees and their educational responsibilities
is a documentary research focusing on studying Mae Chees’
contribution to Thai education in accordance with the National
Education Act 2542. Data was collected through a field work by
in-depth interviews of some Mae Chees, Bhikkhus, Bhikkhunis
and workers related to Mae Chees’ activities. This study aims at
investigating the educational works of Mae Chees in Thailand in
order to understand their views, styles, learning processes and

ways of organizing educational management.

A basic view in educational management derives from Mae Chees’
skillful volition and loving-kindness to teach the Dhamma to people.
Therefore, it may be said that Mae Chees’ educational responsibilities
start with “informal education” or “self-paced learning.” That is,
Mae Chees usually teach Dhamma knowledge according to people’s
interest, ability and readiness. In other words, the manner in which
they share their knowledge is similar to “Phee Son Nong” (an older
sister teaches younger sisters). In addition, Mae Chees usually add
Dhamma knowledge when they have a chance to guide and to

teach basic skills to lay women and children.
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Later, Mae Chees take part in “non-formal education” for some
underpriviledged who lack the opportunity to study in the formal
educational system due to economic, social and any other problems.
After realizing the community problems for example, the poor, the
orphans and the abandoned children in broken families, Mae Chees
then participate in organizing their places as centers for non-formal
education or cooperate by sending these children with their support
to study at non-formal education centers organized by the

government.

The formal education system is the last educational system
which Mae Chees have only begun to participate in due to Mae
Chees’ limitation of Dhamma and worldly knowledge. Recently,
some groups of Thai monks, such as the monks from
Mahamakutrajavidhayalai University, cooperated in organizing formal
education for Mae Chees by allowing them to learn Dhammasuksa
(Dhamma education), Palisuksa and Abidhammasuksa. Some
universities both belonging to the government and the private
sectors, include Mae Chees to study in their higher education. With
this education, Mae Chees would be more ready to organize
formal education for children, for fellow Mae Chees and for other lay
women. At present, some Mae Chees also teach Buddhism in
Buddhist universities and schools. Moreover, Mae Chees have also

taken part in organizing “the Center for Pre-school Education in the
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Temple.” Since Mae Chees do not have legal status as ordained
women, they cannot manage this center formally in their residence.
According to the Department of Religious Affairs’ regulation, an abbot
is the only person having the right to ask permission to found a
center in his temple. Furthermore, only “a lay person” can work
and receive finiancial support as an assistant teacher while Mae
Chees, who are a half way between lay women and ordained

women, cannot.

In fact, Mae Chees practically work in a center for pre-school
education in many areas. For example, Mae Chees in Kanchanaburee
teach “Thai” to the children of minority people along the Thai
Burmese border and to the poor, including abandoned children
in the rural areas. Therefore, at present, one is able to say that
the educational responsibilities of Mae Chees apparently cover all
three aspects of the educational system, informal, non-formal and

formal.

In terms of the process of learning and management, Mae Chees
fulfill their work in accordance with the National Education Acts; that
is, Mae Chees “will integrate virtue, expected values and character
in every subject.” In other words, while Mae Chees train a group of
women to produce handicrafts in order to earn more money for
their families, Mae Chees always spend their time adding Dhamma
teaching, giving consultations, and teaching them how to pray and

meditate.
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Mae Chees also realize the problems in the community, for example,
the economic and social problems of abandoned children, child
sexual workers and HIV infected persons, including members of
their own families. These are some critical problems at the present
time and Mae Chees are involved in providing people affected by
these problems with an opportunity to improve their lives. By considering
each problem, Mae Chees set the appropriate content of their
learning, such as for the abandoned children and the children of
minority people, Mae Chees teach them how to read and write in
Thai in order that they may be considered inclusively as Thai citizens.
This is very crucial for “national security” and “Thai-ness.”
Furthermore, Mae Chees prevent some girls from participating in
sexual work in Bangkok by teaching them how to earn a livelihood
by making dresses, or producing handicrafts using local materials.
HIV patients and their families, who are often unemployed, have
been taught how to be self-sufficient and earn more money by
producing handicrafts, and by encouraging herbal treatment. These are
the proper contents of Mae Chees’ teaching roles which contribute
to the community and also make them proud of their local wisdom.

This is relevant to the purposes and contents of the Act as well.

What needs to be done is to develop the success of Mae
Chees’educational responsibility in the efficiency of teaching the

Dhamma. That is, it will be successful if people can apply the
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teaching in their daily life and have a Buddhist attitude in thinking,
acting and speaking. This is very challenging not only for Mae
Chees, but also for the Thai Sangha. They need to improve a manner
in which they teach the Dhamma in accordance with the Thai
context and the real situations. Therefore, Mae Chees need to know
how to pass the Dhamma to people, not to separate the Dhamma
from the present situation. In other words, Mae Chees should
develop the ability of “critical interpretation” of the group of
Dhamma teaching and analyse them in order to apply them to

ease all kinds of people’s problems.

In addition, the ability to do a “research” is another important
necessity for Mae Chees to be trained in order to develop the
holistic knowledge and social development. That is, Mae Chees
are supposed to consider various kinds of problems in the community
by looking for the real causes and conditions leading to such
problems by way of applying “the Four Noble Truth.” According to this
way, Mae Chees may be able to create the new knowledge from

”

“grounded theory.” This ability is a necessary addition to the process
of learning. As a result, the teaching provided by Mae Chees and for
Mae Chees will be in accordance with the principle of continuous

learning for all life.
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Furthermore, another important factor in an effective teaching
and learning process is the emphasis on “self-dependence,” which
has been incorporated in the process of informal education. This
educational system encourages people to help themselves.
For example, Mae Chees teach them to make use of local wisdom
such as Thai traditional herbs and plants. However, the crucial
weak point of the Thai educational system is “the lack of habitual
learning.” Thai society sometimes does not pay attention to the
search for knowledge and to the community of endless learning. Mae
Chees educational responsibilities will be more perfect in the case
that Mae Chees enable the learners “to search for knowledge,
information and know how to select truthful wisdom and various
sciences to develop their own community in accordance with its

problems and needs.” (sect 29: the National Education Act 2542)

Put in another way, considering the overview picture of Mae
Chees’ educational responsibilities at present, one may find that
these Mae Chees work hard and play very important roles in
Buddhism, education and the Thai community in spite of the fact
that they are not yet accepted officially by Thai society as ordained
women. Consequently, the lack of formal status which Mae Chees
have been encountering limits expected rights as well as social and
financial support from the governmental system. The status of Mae
Chees is not the same as monks who play similar roles as Mae

Chees.
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Up to this point, it is clear that Mae Chees need support from
governmental and private organizations, including Mae Chees
themselves, in terms of “knowledge and moral behavior” (Viccha and
carana) by the channel of both Dhamma and worldly knowledge.
Above all, society, the Sangha, Mae Chees and the private sectors
must play important roles in creating policies and reaching
consensus in raising Mae Chees’ status as ordained women. It is

urgent to cooperate in considering a solution for this issue.

One possible solution involves organizing a seminar in order to
brain storm and gather various ideas and opinions from monks,
Mae Chees, psychologists, lawyers, religious scholars and other
related people. A “public hearing” is one possible opportunity to
reform the Sangha to add “possible words” to accept Mae Chees’
official status. Department of Religious Affairs and the Committee
of National Education may play a crucial role in proposing the Act
of Supporting and Protecting Buddhism. In this Act, one may identify
Mae Chees as “Anakarika taking the 8 precepts, one kind of
ordained person in Buddhism.” Or it is even possible to reconsider
that Mae Chees take 10 precepts; therefore, one may call them
ordained people, or novices (Samaneri). The final solution may
depend on all Thai citizens who are eligible to vote signing 50000
names to the President of the House of Parliament to consider and

issue the Act for Mae Chees. This Act that it is important will clarify
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the status, roles and regulations of Mae Chees. However, one
needs to keep in mind that it is important to avoid the weak points
and problems exitsing in Thai Sangha Act. Through learning from
the former mistakes of the Sangha Act, Thai society may develop

a proper way to help officially support Mae Chees’ educational work.

In conclusion, the need to raise Mae Chees’ status as ordained
people should be in accordance with “the Buddhist middle path.”
That is, on the one hand, one must try to follow whatever guidelines
are written in the Tripitaka, while on the other hand, one needs to
manage this issue by paying attention to the acceptable feelings
and harmony of Thai people in general. By means of seminars and
public hearings, Thai people will certainly realize the necessity of

improving Mae Chees’ status and rights.

In addition, it is also necessary to reconsider the proper
educational policy for Mae Chees and to reform and reengineer the
Thai Mae Chees Institue, which includes encouraging Mae Chees
positive self attitudes and roles in society. It is suggested that the

concept of “engaged Buddhism” should be emphasized more.

Finally, the weak point of Mae Chees’ educational responsibilities
is related to the lack of an efficient evaluative system in education

(a quality assurance) and the limitations in ability to make use of
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technology in education, including the proper method of teaching
and learning process in order to search for knowledge. Learning
by practical experience and research instead of learning by heart
is another important realization for Mae Chees, who would be able

to contribute more efficiently to Thai education.
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Statuses as positions in a social system are differentiated not
only by different sets of rights and duties, but also by different amounts
of honour or prestige distributed according to standards shared, at least
in part, by the participants in the system.

(Sweetser 1995, 692)
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2.1.2 UNUIN (Role)
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A role may be defined as a named social position characterized by
a set of (a) personal qualities and (b) activities, the set being
normatively evaluated to some degree both by those in the situation
and others.

(Sweetser 1965, 609)
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ALANHUZUDINTTNNEAT 1N il “apar (Engaged Buddhism)
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Identification of the Self and the World)

3. N19aaleliiz (Action)
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2 nslifTanszimen uniite ANl 113NAINNHEINGHIN Engaged Buddhism
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NNQIEAIBEANEINL Engaged Buddhism alumila ™

Queen, Christopher S. ed. (2000) Engaged Buddhism in the West.
Boston: Wisdom Publications.
Kraft, Kenneth (1999) The Wheel of Engaged Buddhism: Anew
Map of the Path. New York: Weatherhill.
Queen, Christopher S. and King, Salie B (eds.) Z1996). Engaged
Buddhism: Buddhist Liberation Movements in Asia. Albany:
State University of New York Press.
*1fludasungunsmean Uiy (304 escho funi 7171 “the oneness of self and
world.” And the healing (or wholing) of mind, body, self, and society that engaged
Buddhists have discovered in Mindfulness - Based Stress Reduction programs.
ATEAZIBEA 1L Queen (2000), 6,
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